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18	1.00	last	year	Strix	made	an	interview	with	me	on	a	wide	range	of	topics	(you	can	find	it	here),	and	we	also	touched	the	beard	bride.	This	time,	I	am	happy	to	talk	to	all	three	designers	of	this	female	horror	game.	Please,	Welcome	with	me	Sarah	Richardson,	Marissa	Kelly	and	Whitney	"Striscia"	Beltrã	£	âione!	Jonas:	Please,	do	you	present	yourself
to	those	of	us	who	don't	know	you?	Who	are	you,	what	do	you	do?	Strix:	I'm	Strix	Beltran.	I	am	a	narrative	designer	and	writer	for	video	and	analog	games.	I	am	an	academician	of	the	game,	a	consultant	for	diversity	and	inclusion,	a	twitch	host	that	explores	the	indie	and	work	content	also	in	the	full	-time	technological	startup.	I	do	not	sleep.	MK:	The
Am	Marissa	Kelly,	the	first	of	my	name,	the	non	-burning,	the	mother	of	the	dragons,	the	chain	switch	and	the	co	-owner	of	Magpie	Games.	Sarah:	I'm	Sarah	Doom.	I	am	a	game	designer,	Layout	artist,	illustrator	and	employee	of	Magpie	Games.	Sometimes	you	will	find	me	under	the	name	Doombringer.	I	bring	my	clan	very	honor.jonas:	in	the	event
that	we	want	to	refer	to	one	of	us	in	the	third	person,	what	are	our	favorite	pronouns?	For	me	it	is	he/he.	MK:	traditional	genre	vocabulage	for	me.	Sarah:	I	am	also	/	her	/	her	of	her	.Strix:	the	same	here.	Jonas:	How	did	you	enter	the	game	and	how	did	you	start	the	game	design?	MK:	My	father	managed	his	traveler	and	d	&	d	hacks	for	me.	So	I
hooked	me	early.	The	narration	is	a	hellish	drug	and	has	remained	in	my	life	through	adult	age.	In	the	end	I	released	my	beautiful	design	wings	and	founded	Magpie	Games	in	2011	with	my	partner,	Mark	Diaz	Truman.	I	delighted	in	the	design	with	our	first	projects	and	the	freelance	here	or	there,	but	my	first	full	game	was	Epyllion	in	Dragon
Epic.Strix:	I	was	playing	with	the	NES	before	I	could	walk.	I	came	across	role-playing	games	as	pre-adolescent.	I	started	managing	of	play	in	my	early	1920s.	I	started	planning	a	few	years	ago.	In	elves	and	volcanoes	and	practically	everything	is	trivial.	I	took	everything	from	my	mother.	Sarah:	i	i	I	went	to	play	at	AD&D	with	my	uncles,	and	went	to
my	first	video	game	convention	dressed	as	a	hacker	of	Shadowrun.	I	have	played	several	games	over	the	years,	and	I	started	working	in	the	RPG	sector	as	an	illustrator	and	Layout	artist	in	2013.	I	made	some	small	hacks,	but	my	first	real	incursion	in	the	game	design	began	with	the	bride	of	Balbblth.	I	am	currently	working	on	a	new	game	called
Velvet	Glove,	on	the	bands	of	teenagers	in	the	years	70.	Jonas:	Some	of	you	have	already	published	other	games	"enhanced	by	the	Apocalypse.âae"	D.	The	game	Apocalypse	World	by	Vincent	Baker	has	excited	many	and	has	led	to	an	impressive	number	of	new	games	that	use	its	basic	framework.	What	do	they	mean	for	you	AW	and	the	"tradition	of	the
design"	of	PBTA?	Strix:	the	structure	of	the	rules	of	AW	is	hackable	and	accessible.	Accessibility	is	particularly	important	for	me.	It	also	adapts	to	what	we	want	to	do	with	the	bride	of	Balt.	Of	the	three	of	us,	I	am	probably	the	least	linked	to	the	traditions	of	design	as	a	whole.	MK:	It	is	a	way	of	thinking	about	the	games	that	I	find	particularly
stimulating.	I	like	the	challenge	of	putting	all	the	design	gears	together,	starting	it	and	seeing	if	it	works.	Overall,	I	am	proud	to	be	part	of	a	movement	of	players	and	designers	who	are	enthusiastic	about	it.	Sarah:	There	have	been	some	fantastic	games	with	PBTA,	such	as	Monsterhearts,	which	show	how	strong	this	basic	framework	is.	I	really	like	to
see	how	the	MC	parts	and	players	work	together	in	a	unique	way	to	generate	a	story.	Apocalypse	World	was	one	of	the	very	first	games	of	history	I	have	ever	played,	and	made	a	strong	impression.	It	is	also	excellent	for	horror,	that's	why	we	used	Blu's	bride	for	the	bride.	Jonas:	where	do	you	see	the	bride	of	Baltu	in	the	PBTA	tradition?	What
inspirations	did	you	use,	what	adaptations	did	you	do?	People	have	tasted	some,	I	hope	it	inspires	others	to	drink	PBTA	Kool-Aid.	Sarah:	I	played	Ghosts	Murderous	before	I	started	working	on	Bluebeard,	and	the	way	The	horror	at	the	table	really	removed	my	breath.	The	bell	tree	is	a	little	different,	however,	as	â	€	Â	Â	Â	Â	a	rather	specific	thing,	this
specific	story	that	gives	a	specific	structure	to	what	is	doing.	Strix:	I	hope	that	Bluebeard	shows	that	he	can	be	designed	with	the	structure	Â	Pbtaâ	S,	but	that	you	can	still	do	your	own.	Jonas:	BlueBeardã	¢	Â	S	BRIDE	is	based	on	a	fairy	tale:	a	woman	is	married	with	Balbablu	and	he	presents	her	to	her	house,	showing	her	all	about	her,	but	indicating
a	particular	door	and	saying	that	she	never	enters.	When	he	is	Â,	he	discovers	the	corpses	of	his	previous	wives	in	that	room.	Balbablu	returns	and	becomes	violentâ	€	your	game	tells	that	story?	Some	narrative	script	follows?	Strix:	there	is	certainly	a	narrative	arc.	Most	of	the	time	â	€	â	™	ends	well	for	the	bride,	and	this	Â	Â	Â	™	is	the	point!	This
game	does	not	concern	the	beating	bell	tree	concerns	the	female	experience	of	horror,	the	struggle	for	acting	in	the	face	of	terrible	thingsâ	™	who	you	are?	What	do	you	become?	What	sacrifice	to	survive?	Can	you	survive?	Â	€	â	€	exciting	and	deeply	â	™.	MK:	BlueBeardã	¢	â	€	Â	Â	™	S	BRIDE	allows	you	to	tell	your	version	of	the	dark	fairy	tale.	Â	€
makes	the	story	a	sort	of	infested	home	game	where	you	travel	from	one	room	to	another,	collecting	tests	to	demonstrate	your	husband's	intentions	-	mischievous	or	innocent.	The	game	explores	a	lot	of	very	mature	content	including	violence	Against	women,	but	we	give	a	guide	to	help	you	and	your	players	explore	disordered	themes	safely	keeping
tension	high.	Sarah:	â	€	not	only	for	fairy	tales	or	horror	fans,	even	if	they	can	be	particularly	satisfied	with	some	parts	of	the	game.	Â	€	Played	â	™	game	with	a	rather	large	audience.	Â	€	not	for	children,	however.jonas:	players	are	said	to	explore	the	rooms	of	the	BlueBeardã	¢	â	€	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	Â	â	â	â	â	â	™	S,	which	makes	a	dungeon	crawl	seem	a	little.
But	if	I	put	it	in	that	way	it	is	probably	misleading,	right?	They	can	A	little,	please?	pleasure?	The	content	of	the	game?	Strix:	I	would	say	it's	very	different!	A	Dungeon	Crawl	presupposes	that	you	can	solve	your	problems	with	violence.	Â	€	â	€	can	the	house	and	the	rooms	in	it	contain	a	lot	of	symbolism,	not	least	the	fact	that	it	reflects	the	mind	â	€
Sposeâ	™.	Â	€	to	face	the	darkness	within	â	™.	What	could	be	lurking	on?	The	rooms	create	a	container	for	that.	MK:	â	€	very	similar	to	a	bewitched	home	game	with	underlying	female	motifs.	Â	™	The	themes	of	horrors	in	the	house	recall	the	struggles	that	women	face.	This	is	a	fun	way	to	explore	the	mature	female	horror	for	people	of	all	genres.
Sarah:	I	love	Dungeon's	drills,	so	I	know	what	you	mean.	This	is	different,	however,	as	â	€	Â	Â	™	you	are	looking	for	honey,	and	fighting	is	â	€	Â	Â	™	an	optimal	choice.	You	have	a	purpose	in	going	from	room	to	stationeâ	€	Â	”investigate	what	happened	to	the	other	wives	of	beets"	â	Â	â	€	and	what	role	it	had	in	that,	but	there	is	no	map,	or	pre-set
rooms	that	They	go	through.	Let	the	players	frightened.	Let	them	define	that	it	is	frightening,	and	then	pull	it	out	of	them	.jonas:	the	roles	that	the	players	take	are	not	separate	characters,	but	aspects	of	the	mind	â	€	brush	™.	Can	you	talk	about	it	a	little?	I	guess	the	relationships	are	â	€	â	€	Âœtrapersonaliâ	€	could	help	to	create	a	sense	of
community	(or	rather,	of	identity?)	Despite	different	voices,	which	seems	intriguing.	To	what	experience	your	design	aims?	Mk:	the	horror	that	explores	the	lack	of	agency	often	revolves	around	a	character	and	her	experiences.	The	story	of	Bellu	has	only	one	bride	at	a	time	and	we	wanted	to	be	faithful	to	the	narrative	one.	When	you	have	an	entire
party	it	is	easy	to	fall	into	a	furrow	in	which	everyone	works	together	to	overcome	obstacles,	but	we	wanted	the	conflicts	to	be	internal	rather	than	external.	Sarah:	Exactly.	We	wanted	to	imitate	the	internal	struggles	that	everyone	has	when	he	is	faced	with	a	difficult	decision	"the	part	of	you	who	is	a	bit	the	part	that	tries	to	be	rational,	and	so	on.
Assigning	Archetypes	to	e	icul	el	odnassabba	anev	ni	ittut	erettem	ecaip	im	ocoig	li	etnaruD	.onorrocs	ehc	evitaerc	etumerps	elleuq	erenetto	rep	etnetrevid	odom	nu	erpmes	¨Ã	orol	a	elinimmef	atnit	anu	onnah	ehc	rorroh	mlif	inucla	eradrauG	.eracoig	id	amirp	elitu	eresse	ebbertop	itnetrevid	itipmoc	ied	eraF	:KM?irotacoig	i	rep	ehc	MG	i	rep	ais	,edirB
sâdraebeulB	id	ocoig	lad	omissam	li	erenetto	rep	ilgisnoc	irtla	iaH	:sanoJ	.olovat	la	isredes	id	amirp	ortnocni	onnav	asoc	a	erepas	ebbervod	etneg	aL	.aznerapsart	aneip	icresse	erpmes	abbed	ocoig	otseuq	ni	ehc	itnivnoc	etnematulossa	omais	,etanoiznem	esrosir	elled		Ãl	id	lA	.eneb	otlom	otadna	'e	de	,noitnevnoc	ella	ituicsonocs	rep	ehcna	otiugese
ohâL	:xirtS.etnetrevid	otsottuip	'e	emeisni	isratnevaps	e	,ituicsonocs	id	ippurg	rep	noitnevnoc	ella	otiugese	ohâl	,aivattuT	.ulB	abraB	id	asopS	al	rep	ocoig	ocitsatnaf	nu	etnemarucis	¨Ã	de	,ocitsatnaf	¨Ã	idif	it	iuc	id	e	icsonoc	ehc	enosrep	noc	eracoiG	:haraS	.otative	¨Ã	olovat	la	otnemitrevid	ortsov	li		Ãrenivor	ehc	otunetnoc	li	ehc	israrucissa	rep	odom
nu	Ã	.soluoporvatS	nhoJ	ad	atappulivs	,draC	X	al	¨Ã	otatic	otnemurts	onU	.azneirepseâl	eritseg	a	itratuia	rep	idotem	inucla	evircsed	orbil	li	am	,¹Ãbat	itlom	arolpse	de	inifnoc	itlom	arepus	draebeulB	id	asops	aL	:KM...erorroâl	e	aidraug	al	onnaressabba	odnauq	orucis	la	isritnes	a	irotacoig	i	eratuia	rep	izzilitu	imsinaccem	id	opit	ehc	erepas	id	asoiruc
onos	idniuq	,em	rep	etnatropmi	otnemele	nu	ebberas	odif	im	iuc	id	e	ocsonoc	ehc	enosrep	noc	eracoig	ehc	ierenigammI	?ecsinrof	ehc	azzerucis	id	erusim	ellus	¹Ãip	id	asoclauq	icrid	²ÃuP	:sanoJ	.eraroval	iuc	us	esab	anu	irotacoig	ia	erad	a	atuiA	.avitarran	alovaf	anu	eratnoccar	rep	elitu	orevvad	¨Ã	etnemacipitehcra	asopS	alled	occurt	la	erasnep	,ehcna
aM	?assets	es	noc	attol	non	anosrep	elauQ	.inretni	ittilfnoc	eracove	omavelov	etnematrec	,¬ÃS	:xirtS.odnot	ottut	a	anosrep	anu	odnamrof	,emeisniâlla	itagel	ehcna	onos	am	,iredised	orol	i	e	inoizavitom	orol	el	noc	,eraterpretni	ad	oigganosrep	nu	orol		Ãd	erotacoig	lI	A	gruesome	soundtrack,	like	the	prince	of	darkness	of	John	Carpenter.	Strix:	For	the
GM:	let	the	players	frightened.	Let	that	draw	it	out	of	them.	Use	long,	pregnant	silences.	Let	them	sit	in	that	silence.	Turn	up	the	heat	gradually.	Give	them	breaks	and	time	to	recover.	For	players:	Don¢ÃÂÂt	be	afraid	to	be	vulnerable.	That¢ÃÂÂs	when	you¢ÃÂÂll	have	the	most	fun.	Embrace	the	inevitability	of	the	outcome	and	focus	on	occupying	the
experiences	as	they	come	to	you.	Sarah:	I¢ÃÂÂd	stress	clear	communication,	and	making	sure	everyone	at	the	table	is	in	the	mood	for	a	horror	game.	There¢ÃÂÂs	advice	on	generating	rooms	and	such	in	the	book,	but	mainly	I¢ÃÂÂd	tell	GMs	to	remember	that	what	scares	them,	will	probably	scare	their	players.	Jonas:	How	are	your	own	experiences
in	the	RPG	community	shaped	by	your	race	and	gender?MK:	My	outlook	and	ideas	are	clearly	shaped	by	who	I	am	and	what	traditions	I	come	from,	but	when	faced	with	adversity,	I	keep	my	nose	to	the	grindstone	and	work	harder	to	get	what	I	want.	Strix:	Until	only	a	handful	of	years	ago,	my	minority	identity	as	a	Hispanic	woman	made	me	very	much
an	outsider.	It¢ÃÂÂs	been	hard	to	claim	space	in	the	gaming	world.	To	be	listened	to,	taken	seriously,	or	even	welcomed	at	all.	Parts	of	the	community	are	amazing,	other	parts	are	abjectly	terrible.	I¢ÃÂÂve	learned	to	curate	my	circles	and	avoid	unwelcoming	spaces	and	that¢ÃÂÂs	helped,	but	there¢ÃÂÂs	still	a	lot	of	work	to	do.	Sarah:	I¢ÃÂÂve	had
both	good	and	bad	experiences.	I	can	say	I	wouldn¢ÃÂÂt	have	gone	to	the	Hacking	as	Women	workshop	if	it	hadn¢ÃÂÂt	been	only	for	women,	but	obviously	I¢ÃÂÂm	glad	I	did.	Jonas:	That	Hacking	as	Women	workshop	you	mention	was	the	starting	point	for	Bluebeard¢ÃÂÂs	Bride	-	it	was	at	GenCon	2014,	I	think?	How	has	it	developed	since?	Are	there
any	major	changes	(or	design	twists,	setbacks,	cutting	of	significant	material)	that	you	feel	are	memorable?Strix:	I	think	we	found	the	heart	of	the	game	during	that	game	jam.	Everyone	in	the	room	felt	it,	not	just	us.	Our	job	was	to	keep	that	heart	beating	throughout	all	our	various	design	iterations,	to	keep	that	magic	thread	of	what	dna	,yracs	si
tahw	enifed	enifed	ot	gnitiaw	,su	fo	edisni	gnihcuorc	neeb	sah	emag	siht	kniht	I	.selpicnirp	ngised	ym	fo	tol	a	evord	tahT	.citnehtua	erew	taht	,namow	a	sa	em	ot	degnoleb	taht	secneirepxe	ot	ekops	taht	emag	a	ekam	ot	detnaw	osla	I	!tnereffid	yleritne	erehwemos	enog	evah	thgim	ew	,ecneulfni	sÂÂÃ¢aeslehC	tuohtiW	.maj	emag	eht	ta	aedi	ngised	emag
a	sa	drawrof	elat	yriaf	ralucitrap	siht	tup	I	yhw	nosaer	eht	sÂÂÃ¢tahT	.dnim	ym	fo	kcab	eht	ni	gnikrul	elat	yriaf	eht	peek	syawla	ot	deganam	dna	,naf	draebeulB	draheid	a	saw	loohcs	ta	sdneirf	ym	fo	eno	,aeslehC	.lairetam	eht	ni	dnuorgkcab	peed	a	evah	I	os	,selat	yriaf	dedulcni	hcihw	,loohcs	etaudarg	ni	ygolohtym	deiduts	I	:xirtS.eracs	a	teg	ot	redro	ni
emit	liaj	ksir	taht	stnuts	ykaerf	ffo	gnillup	fo	daetsni	tra	ym	hguorht	tuo	elpoep	kaerf	nac	I	woN	!eurt	emoc	maerd	a	si	emag	rorroh	a	gnikaM	:KM?emag	siht	fo	yrotsiherp	a	ekil	gnihtemos	llet	uoy	naC	?edirB	sÂÂÃ¢draebeulB	ot	del	taht	skraps	evitaerc	ro	secneirepxe	lanosrep	,secneulfni	rojam	yna	ereht	era	,4102	noCneG	dnoyeb	kcab	gnikooL	:sanoJ
!elcarO	eht	fo	ssol	eht	nruom	I	:xirtS.tuc	taht	morf	skoobyalp	fo	tes	retteb	,regnorts	a	htiw	pu	dedne	eW	.hctiW	eht	,rehtona	otni	ti	gnitargetni	dna	,elcarO	eht	,koobyalp	eno	gnittuc	pu	dne	did	eW	.niaga	revo	dna	revo	denifer	neeb	evÂÂÃ¢yeht	tub	,pohskrow	eht	ta	htiw	pu	emac	ew	stpecnoc	eroc	eht	fo	emos	sah	llits	emag	ehT	:haraS	.raed	dloh	I	taht
seirots	tsohg	fo	noitidart	a	scimim	ti	kniht	I	tub	,)dedulcni	flesym	fo(	gnicnivnoc	emos	koot	tI	.sselecid	sevom	cisab	ruo	fo	emos	gnikam	saw	pmuj	elbaromem	tsom	ehT	.ereh	teg	ot	srac	wef	a	kcerw	ot	dah	ew	,wohs	kcurtretsnom	tnagele	na	ekil	fo	dnik	si	ngised	esuaceB	.semit	ynam	demrofsnart	sah	emag	eht	neht	ecniS	.pohskrow	ÂÂÃ¢nemoW	sa
gnikcaHÂÂÃ¢	4102	eht	rof	hcaoc	sÂÂÃ¢haraS	dna	xirtS	saw	I	!peY	:KM	.su	yfsitas	ot	hguone	llew	gnikrow	tÂÂÃ¢nerew	taht	saedi	morf	no	evom	su	depleh	hcihw	,elbixelf	dna	nepo	tpek	ew	yltsoM	.dlot	lla	,elttil	yrev	ecifircas	ot	dah	dna	ykcul	erew	eW	.taht	od	ot	deganam	ew	eveileb	I	.evila	parent	target	li	¨Ã	lauQ	?retratskciK	lus	¹Ãip	id	asoclauq	icrid
iouP	:SANOJ	.ilibissecca	¹Ãip	etnemadnemert	olour	id	ihcoig	id	enoizaerc	al	oser	onnah	atseihcir	us	itapmats	itrap	ezret	id	itis	i	noc	otanibmoc	retratskciK	.ocitsatnaf	ais	ehc	osneP	.etra	orol	al	eraf	rep	ongosib	onnah	iuc	id	avel	al	eidni	ilga		ÃD	.erottes	ortson	li	rep	elargetni	amrofattaip	anu	Ã	.etlov	etlom	retratskciK	atenom	alled	ital	i	ibmartne	us
otats	onos	:xirts.tra	a	ihcoig	ia	rorroh	eigolotna	ellad	,ilairotide	ilanac	ilamron	i	osrevartta	ilibinopsid	itats	orebberas	non	ehc	ittegorp	inucla	otaiggoppa	reva	id	oS	.ocilbbup	orol	li	eregnuiggar	id	irotaerc	¹Ãip	a	etnesnoc	iuc	ni	odom	len	ocitsatnaf	Ã	:HARAS	.orucso	otal	orol	li	eregludni	ecaip	iuc	a	oroloc	a	olleppa	eraf	rep	itunetnoc	imitto	ivoun	ied	ah
draebeulB	id	asops	al	e	etrap	oiccaf	iuc	id	retratskcik	ingo	noc	ocserf	olrenetnam	id	ocreC	.opicitna	ni	oraned	emrone	nu	aznes	elibissopmi	onem	o	¹Ãip	odom	nu	ni	itunetnoc	erinrof	e	erecserc	id	edneiza	eloccip	ella	e	irotaerc	ia	ettemreP	.erottes	ortson	li	rep	ocitsatnaf	otats	¨Ã	retratskciK	:KM	?otseuq	id	isnep	en	asoC	.irotaerc	emoc	ehc	irotinetsos
emoc	ais	azneirepse	id'	op	nu	ittut	eteva	ehc	oderC	.olour	id	ihcoig	id	enoizacilbbup	al	rep	otattecca	dradnats	onu	otatnevid	etnemacitarp	¨Ã	gnidnufdworc	id	odoirep	everb	nu	nI	.otnemom	otseuq	ni	retratskciK	us	¨Ã	draebeulB	id	asops	al	:sanoJ	.etnetrevid	otsottuip	¨Ã	emeisni	otatnevaps	eresse	e	ienartse	id	ippurg	rep	inoiznevnoc	ella	ocsitseg	oL
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